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National Sovereignty
The concept of sovereignty
Throughout history, the concept of sovereignty has been a significant issue of contention, especially in the fields of political science and in international law. Sovereignty is the state of being in a position to make laws and exercise control over the resources within the borders of a country without coercion with other nations. In political theory, sovereignty refers to the overseeing authority and the power of a state to make decisions and laws to maintain peace and order (Couture, & Toupin, 2017). The concept of sovereignty dates back to the 16th century when a majority of European nations, like France, were shifting their system of governance from feudalism to nationalism. With time, this concept has changed as a result of the impact of external factors such as globalization, to fit the needs of the present world (Couture, & Toupin, 2017). Due to these changes, today sovereignty manifests itself in different forms which are political, cultural, social, and economic sovereignty. 
Impacts globalization on sovereignty
The phenomena of globalization is perhaps one of the most common concepts of the modern world and it is dynamic since it is applied in all sectors of society, including geographical, social, political, and cultural aspects (Bakulina et al., 2019). Though different meanings are drawn to fit each of the perspectives, globalization generally refers to the process of using social relations to ‘break’ the limitations of territorial geography, such that the world becomes a single place (Agnew, 2017). The concept of globalization has received praise and criticism in equal measures, especially concerning the concept of sovereignty. Based on its ability to internationalize local and state issues, globalization has had significant impacts on the different forms of sovereignty.
In political sovereignty, globalization has led to changes in the manner in which individual governments present their governing policies over their subjects (Agnew, 2017). The political arena has become increasingly market-driven, that is, in individual nations; politics have been forced to conform to the international requirements other than their traditional governing structures. Globalization has seen the establishment of regional governing systems such as the European Union, and the African Union, which focus on the governance of the individual states within the regions (Agnew, 2017).
In economics sovereignty, information technology has made it easy to acquire goods from any part of the world, and advanced technology in transport allows for the free movement of goods and services across the face of the world (Bakulina et al., 2019). In addition to that, the stocks market allows for the easy exchange of currencies between nations, which further encourages international trade. As for cultural sovereignty is concerned, information technology has facilitated interactions between different people from different cultural backgrounds all over the world. Through the available communication channels, cultures are shared across the globe. Now different communities can share knowledge and skills, and in doing so, enhance the cohesion between the different communities (Agnew, 2017). 
Drivers of globalization and how they affect national sovereignty
There exist different drivers of globalization, which are generally grouped into several categories (Bauernfeind, 2016). The first category is technological drivers, which are attributed on a large scale for the development of modern-day globalization. Through Information technology, people were able to share information across the world. The development of computing and internet services enabled for easy sharing of information. Therefore, the decisions made at the national or state level is highly based on this information (Agnew, 2017). Furthermore, these channels have enabled e-commerce, which is conducted across the globe. Such trade has defiled the traditional basis of domestic trade. 
The other influential driver of globalization is the political aspect.  Need for the establishment of regional blocks forced nations to go against the basics of sovereignty and come up together for the benefit of all the member nations (Bauernfeind, 2016). This led to the development of blocks such as the United Nations, the European Union, which in turn established operational rules and regulations. These rules and regulations, in turn, affected the legislation and governance of the individual countries, therefore, having a significant influence on the sovereignty of these nations.
Commerce is the other driver that encouraged the development of globalization. As the local markets got saturated with similar products, the need for new and differentiated goods and services arose. Individuals had to look for these products in foreign markets. The result is increased international trade, while the stocks exchange market was established to facilitate international trade (Bauernfeind, 2016). The stocks exchange market makes it easy to exchange different currencies, and also compared the value of individual nations' currencies with those of other countries on this market.
In conclusion, globalization, as a phenomenon, has had significant impacts on the concept of sovereignty, in all its forms, leading to complete changes in society today. Globalization has turned the world into a 'global village' where events in one part of the world affects individual on the opposite side of the globe. However, despite the impacts of globalization, each state should be allowed to maintain its sovereign powers. Despite its many advantages, globalization should not be used a mechanism for undermining the sovereign rights of any country (Couture, & Toupin, 2017).
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